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Alms are distributed, certain sums, determined by the girl's
parents, are given to the officiating priest and to the guru,
and the ceremony is concluded by the priest whispering a
mantram in the girl's ear. She is told to be good and think of
god " Rama Krishna," " Govind." For the next five weeks
she is required to beg in the village, carrying her insignia and
shouting " Ram ! Ram 1 " " Govind ! " as she approaches
each house. After this there is the hemm ceremony to mark
the girl's puberty, which corresponds with the garbhddhdna
ceremony of the Hindus when the bride is of an age for the
fulfilment of marriage. An auspicious day is chosen and fixed
on if the parents of the girl are not needy; if they are,
they wait until they can find the money or some man who,
for the sake of securing the girl, will bear the expenses. The
girl is given an oil-bath during the day, and in the evening
the initiatory ceremony is repeated, with some additions. A
sword with a lime stuck on its point is placed upright beside
the novice, and it is held in her right hand. It represents the
bridegroom, who in the corresponding ceremony of the Hindu
marriage sits on the bride's right. If the basivi happens to
be a dancing-girl the object representing the bridegroom is a
drum, and the girl's insignia consists of a drum and bells.
A tray, on which is a kalasyam and a lamp, is then produced
and moved thrice in front of the girl from right to left. She
rises and, carrying the sword in her right hand, places it in
the god's sanctuary. The ceremony is concluded between nine
and ten P.M. The actual religious duties of a basivi are few.
They are entirely confined to the temple of her dedication,
and consist of fasting on Saturdays, attending the temple for
worship, and accompanying processions with her insignia dur-
ing festivals. Their superior position over married women is
due to their bearing the god's mark on their bodies, and by
having no widowhood.

Among the Kakatias, a sect of weavers in Conjeeveram
(and perhaps the custom obtains elsewhere), the eldest
daughter is always dedicated to a deity, but she does not
thereby attain any superior right to property. She is taken
to a temple, with rice, cocoanuts, sugar, etc., a plantain leaf
is placed on the ground, and on it some raw rice, and on that
a brass vessel containing water; mango leaves and darbha
grass are put into the vessel, a cocoanut and some flowers are
placed on the top of it, and the water is purified by mantrams,
and the leaves, grass and water are lightly thrown over the